Slide 2 Pollock & Cleopatra 


These are the two most important painting in Australia. 
Giovanni Tieklpo - Banquet of Cleopatra 


Jackson Pollock’s Blue Poles 


Now I will attempt to do my best Rachael Maddow create a circulate narrative 

around these works being link through our soon to be new friend Joseph Stalin. 
The challenge is she has PhD from Colombia in NY and | have a very mediocre 
maths degree for Uni of Western Aust. 
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Banquet of Cleo is in NGV 1927 GBP 27,000 with money from the Felton 
Bequest . $50m 
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Pollock in NGA 1973 $1.3m. Which inflation adjusted is about $10m today . 
$500m plus 
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Russian A-Garde movement - revolutionary art movement which is hugely 
important it’s influence on 20" century art. 


The First World War and the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917 were the 
catalysts for the dramatic changes that occurred in the art movements 
that encompassed the Russian Avant-garde. The themes of many of the 
artworks were influenced by the artists’ beliefs in freedom, a freedom that 
was distorted under the autocratic rule of the Russian tsars, and later 
restricted by the Russian Civil War and the dictatorships of Lenin and 
Stalin. 


The 1917 revolution is seen to have given artist a clear passage of 
freedom and to exprerss their artistc expression to reflect and mirror the 
hopes of the revolution , that is a Marxist utoipoian society , where new 
realities could be created as the artist had a the same aspiration as the 
revolutionatries . The Bolshevicks aspired to free society from repression . 


It is important to note that the NEP period was relatively short-lived, as the 
policies were gradually replaced by more centralized control and strict socialist 
realism during Stalin's regime. The later years of the 1920s saw a shift away 
from the experimental and avant-garde art movements of the NEP era, as the 
government imposed stricter ideological controls over art and culture. 


Avant -garde artist compared their liberation from what was traditional art 
to that of the communist liberation of the oppressed working class . 


It is under pinned by 


- Experimentation 

- Innovation in technique 

- Rejection of many traditional artist techniques. 

- Emergence of abstraction and non-figurative painting 


The style is reflective of the movement's create freedom and the 
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Wassliy Kandinsky - hugely influiential 

Lawyer - turned artist - pioneer of abstraction and 
which he saw as Spiritual experience and the works 
were to reflect the artist inner thoughs and bear 
little resemblance to the physical environment . 
Spent a lot of time in German , but return with the 
onset of WW 1 in 1914. Post the revolution he fled 
to Germany where he taughts Bauhaus Art school , 
which ironically was shut down by the Nazi’s 
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Kandinsky & Pollock 
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Kazimir Malevich . 
Another pioneer of abstraction , but he is best know as the chief 
initaltor of geometric absration 


Ukrainian 


1921 fell out of favour as the NEP took a greater level of control of 
artistic endevour in Russian. Fled to Germany , but over the next 10 
year he went back and forth between Gemany and Russia as he 
grappled with Mioscow which has been his home for his adult life 
and his desire for artitic freedom which was assured in Germany . 
He clashed frequentky with state officials for back dating the 
chronolguy of his works . 


Untilemy this tactic failed and he was arrested and imprisoned in 
1930 for 3 months . 
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Malevich and Mark Rothko . 
Influence . Rothko was Lativian Jew . His fa,ily fled 
on 1913 when he was 10 to Portalnd Oregan . 


CIA - 
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Alekandr Rodchenko , like malevish , came unstckl 
with the cultural police . Where Malevich fought 
city hall Rodchnko complied and durifully 
producted partiptioc works. 


Some with Lissitxzky - he also fell into line with 
Social Realism and live the remainder of hisn life in 


Stalin with his focus becoming more focussed on 
artrcthtusre and design . 
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